
 MINUTES 

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 26, 2019 

The Towers 

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor 

Steubenville, Ohio 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Present: 
Danny Householder, President, R-Saline Township Michael Roby, R-Tiltonsville  
Scott Fabian, Vice-President, R-Steubenville Twp. Jason Mattern, R-Wintersville          
Evan Scurti, R-Commissioner Graham    Jennifer Boughner, R-Yorkville 
John Hartline, R-Jefferson County   Brent Rose, R-Brush Creek Township 
Brandon Andresen, R-Jefferson County                       Robert Herron, R-Knox Township 
Dave Snelting, R-Steubenville                                Rich Ricchetti, R-Mt. Pleasant Township 
Bob Bertram, R-Toronto   Phil Jordan, R-Ross Township 
Tim Miller, A-Toronto   Eric Mercer, R-Salem Township 
Mayor James Phillips, R-Amsterdam   Vince Pastre, R-Smithfield Township 
Gary Pepperling, R-Amsterdam    William Stewart, R-Springfield Township  
Mayor James Phillips, A-Amsterdam   Rich Davis, R-Wayne Township 
Mayor Gary Griffith, R-Bergholz     Allison Yanssens, R-Wells Township 
Mayor David Gaffney, R-Bloomingdale    
Barb Glessner, R-Empire     GUEST 
Jason Smith, R-Irondale     Cindy Bond, OSU Extension 
Bob Smith, R-Mingo Junction    
Mayor Charles Bannanio, R-Mt. Pleasant  STAFF 
Carolyn Tolonese, R-Rayland    Betty Lou Tarr, Director 
Mayor Harry Thomas, R-Richmond   Richard Lott, Planner  
Leon Nelson, R-Stratton       
         

OPENING OF MEETING:  
President Householder opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

ROLL CALL: 
Vice-President Fabian called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and 

alternates present to constitute a quorum.  

 

MINUTES OF MAY 22, 2019 MEETING        
A motion was made by Rob Herron, Knox Township to accept the minutes of the April 24, 2019 

meeting; seconded by Mayor Bannanio, Mt. Pleasant ; motion passed unanimously.   

 

GUEST SPEAKER 
      Director Tarr introduced Cindy Bond from the OSU Extension.  She will be speaking on the First 
Impressions Program.  Ms. Bond explained she works in the Community Development of the OSU 
extension.  She explained the First Impressions Program is an introduction to help people to start to plan 
for what their community is or what you may want it to be.  You always have a first impression of 
somebody or something.  Whether it is good, bad or ugly, you always have a first impression.  People 
have that of your community.  What is that first impression of your community and what do people see 
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when they go there?  Referring to the brochure which was available at the table when everyone entered 
she explained the first section gives an overview of what it is, explains why first impressions are important 
and  why people may or may not want to come back to your community.  It also explains what your 
community will be responsible for.  It then goes into what will happen.  She explained there is a fee for 
this which is $300.00 per community and it explains everything OSU will provide.  The community would 
be responsible for gathering a team of people from the community and OSU would exchange from 
another community which the community is not familiar with.  You would exchange with a community 
which is not familiar with what is around here or what is available.  Instructions would be provided for 
everyone.  Questions would need to be answered prior to stating what it is you want to know more about. 
It depends on what you would want to know more about as far as what would be on the questions.  OSU 
would do the training through video with the group of people.  Then you are asked to have a 
photographer so that when you see something in the other community you can take a picture of it to 
visualize what it is you are talking about.  An overall summary is done with the group.  OSU provides 
everyone with the marketing pieces and assist with what you want to find out and match it with a 
community similar to yours and they would do the final report.  Then the community would get the final 5-
6 page report in the end.  It takes about 3 months to complete everything.  OSU recommends that you 
don’t start it in November because of the weather and holidays. She told the Commission if anyone has 
any questions, to please call her. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 There were no communications.   
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
The George’s Run Infrastructure Project has been put out to bid.  The bid opening is scheduled for 

June 6, 2019 at the Commissioner’s Office. 
The Director reported the CDBG Formula FY18 Grant (which includes Empire Paving, Stratton 

bridge resurfacing, and SalineTownship Community Center), the specifications and bid packets are in the 
process of being assembled and getting ready to be put out to bid.  The Village of Stratton is the only 
entity she has not heard from yet. 
 The Residential Infrastructure Grant for the Village of Smithfield has been sent to the state for 
their comment period.  Once their fifteen (15) day comment period is over we will be able to apply for the 
release of the funds for this project. 
 The Director attended an Oil and Gas meeting which was sponsored by the Chamber of 
Commerce.  Everyone was given an update of the progress of the oil and gas industry in the county. 
 The Director attended two (2) Community Investment Plan (CIP) meetings.  Phase II of the plan 
has begun and review has been going on as to how much of Phase I has already been accomplished.  
Everyone is working on how we can make our county more welcoming by having things which would 
draw more people into the county. 
 Director Tarr announced she had sent out reminder notices for the entities who have not yet paid 
their dues.  She announced this fall we will be collecting information for another CDBG Grant for 2020 
and other Grants and unfortunately if your entity did not pay you will not be able to receive any funds.  
This is in the By-Laws for the Regional Planning Commission and it will be enforced.  

 
 
 
 
   
 



JEFFERSON COUNTY RPC 

          MAY MINUTES 

          PAGE 3 
 

 The Director announced she will be scheduling a By-Laws Committee meeting soon because the 
By-Laws need to be revamped and updated. 
 Mrs. Tarr asked if everyone had picked up a Needs Assessment Page.  She explained the 
purpose of the page is to have everyone list projects which they would like to see done in their 
community.  If the air conditioning was working and it wasn’t so uncomfortable in the room we were going 
to do these investment pages this evening and have them completed.  She asked everyone to please 
write down whatever it is your community is looking for, whether it be paving, parks, recreation, etc., it 
doesn’t have to be CDBG specific, we are looking at everything.  There are several grants available, but 
we need to know what it is that everyone is looking for.  Everyone is asked to return them to the office by 
next meeting which will be on June 26, 2019.   
  

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 The Director reported as of April, 2019 the receipts were $91,896.00 and expenses of $29,681.17, 
which leaves a balance of $62,214.83.  
 

PLANNER’S REPORT 
 The Planner explained he had been working with setting up the needs assessment page.  He 
explained the needs assessment is not just for CDBG as The Director had indicated but it is also for 
other grants that we could possibly either put together with CDBG or run by themselves.  He also has 
been working with GIS which was installed on his computer and the LMI maps in Jefferson County.  
 

NEXT MEETING 
 The next meeting will be Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. on the second floor of 
the Towers.  
  

NEW BUSINESS 
 There was no New Business. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion was made by Mr. Davis, Wayne Township to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mayor 
Bannanio, Mt. Pleasant; motion passed unanimously. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Kelly Bauknecht, Secretary 

      As per Betty Lou Tarr 


